
Your monthly financial recap — specialized  
and directly from the source.

April 2026

BY HIGHLAND



Welcome to our new digital resource that delivers 
all the latest news and trends in the finance 

industry each month. It’s our priority to make 
your jobs easier, and we’re just getting started.

Check us out each month for more, because 
The Source by Highland – delivers. 

BY HIGHLAND
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I inherited an 
annuity… now what?  

Annuities offer a breadth of financial benefits 
such as protection of principal, guaranteed 
lifetime income, or higher potential rates of 
return than CDs. But one understated benefit 
is that annuities bypass probate. Take a closer 
look at what happens after a client inherits an 
annuity here. 
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Access now
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https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/2c2da5790e060c1d/original/I-inherited-an-annuity-now-what.pdf
https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/2c2da5790e060c1d/original/I-inherited-an-annuity-now-what.pdf


Highland  
Highlights

LIFE INSURANCE • ANNUITIES • LONG‑TERM CARE  

DISABILITY INSURANCE • ADVANCED PLANNING 

UNDERWRITING • HIGHLAND PARTNERS
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#1: Long‑Term Care Tax Treatment
We start this month’s highlights off with an in‑depth 
resource that better explains the potential tax 
ramifications that coincide with a tax‑qualified long‑term 
care insurance policy.

#3: Optimize Your Retirement Income 
Learn how a fixed indexed annuity (FIA) can help your 
clients reduce their taxes, increase their earning potential, 
and optimize the performance of idle assets. FIAs allow 
the premium and interest to accumulate tax‑deferred, 
which means your clients don’t pay taxes on earnings 
until withdrawal.

#2: Life Insurance as an Asset
Strategically allocating some of your client’s portfolio 
to life insurance offers tax advantages, risk‑mitigation, 
and estate‑planning benefits to ensure a well‑rounded 
financial plan. Discover all of the benefits in this helpful 
two‑page guide. 

Check out this vital resource

Review the resource here

Learn more

Given that it’s April, this month features an in‑depth 
look at the importance of mitigating taxes.
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https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/7090b5ad58298f37/original/Life-Insurance-As-An-Asset-Class.pdf
https://marketinghub.highland.com/asset/e56dfca0-4d98-4d65-a735-cdc5b216cd55/Optimize-Your-Retirement-Income.pdf
https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/4264b192aea05a01/original/LTC-Tax-Treatment.pdf
https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/7090b5ad58298f37/original/Life-Insurance-As-An-Asset-Class.pdf
https://marketinghub.highland.com/asset/e56dfca0-4d98-4d65-a735-cdc5b216cd55/Optimize-Your-Retirement-Income.pdf
https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/4264b192aea05a01/original/LTC-Tax-Treatment.pdf


The Financial District
Everything you need to know this month

Spotlight: Annuity Fact Finder
Use this handy guide with your clients to doublecheck 
and confirm all of their pertinent information, potential 
changes, and other key factors when deciding what kind 
of annuity to invest in.

Upcoming Virtual Event
We’re hosting a specialized Virtual Event – register today.

I Inherited an IRA – Now What?

•	Date: May 13, 2026

•	Time: 12:30 p.m. ET

•	Speaker: Mike Raczkowski, J.D., CFP® SVP, Head of Advanced Planning

View resource

Register now

Register now

Continuing Education
Making Friends with HENRYs

•	Date: Apr. 21, 2026 

•	Time: 4:00 p.m. ET  

•	Speaker: Mike Raczkowski, J.D., CFP® SVP, Head of Advanced Planning
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https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/13087ab47e5027b4/original/Annuity-Fact-Finder.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HzchjTFqRZaEk9W8iGZuIQ
https://osaic.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fLdVqeC9SeKzahkOM0_AeA


MYGA Rates
View the latest multi‑year guaranteed annuity rates.

Quotable
Insight from the experts:

“In theory, taxes should be like shopping. What I buy is 
government services. What I pay are my taxes.”

— P. J. O’Rourke

Need to Know
Here are some important dates and themes for April. 

1.	 Financial Literacy Month: All month 

2.	 Social Security Awareness Month: All month 

3.	 Tax Day: April 15 

Helpful Highland Tools
As the new year rolls on, we all know it’s tax month. 
See how the 2026 tax numbers will affect potential 
plans. Here’s Highland’s updated Tax Numbers resource 
for your review. 

View resource

View rates

Our Case Studies
Actual cases that make a lasting difference. With the goal 
of securing $600 M in life insurance coverage, the clients 
requested to meet every key player involved in securing it. 
See how Highland’s president, underwriter, and managing 
director provided a concierge‑level experience – and 
delivered exactly how the client wanted. Check out the 
unique approach in this case study. 

View resource
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https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/38beec701c0dbe9/original/2026-Key-Tax-Numbers.pdf
https://www.highlandbrokerage.com/myga-rates
https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/47711d38e6949c89/original/Case-Study-Creating-Worth-Through-White-Glove-Service.pdf


Four Ways to Pay Estate Taxes 
Highland recently unveiled a new presentation tool called HighQ Concepts. 
This tool allows our representatives to quickly generate custom, compliant, 
client‑ready presentations that cover a variety of simple to complex sales 
concepts. These presentations will act as a supplement and value‑add to the 
required carrier‑run illustrations by giving meaning to the illustration values 
and driving home the why behind implementing a certain design or concept 
into a client’s financial plan. 

Our latest resource demonstrates four different ways to pay estate taxes and 
the scenarios the potential costs associate with each. Hopefully, this resource 
can be another important tool in your planning. 

Check it out here
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https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/4482bfb63f7116b0/original/HQC02972-Four-Ways-to-Pay-Estate-Taxes-Highland.pdf
https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/4482bfb63f7116b0/original/HQC02972-Four-Ways-to-Pay-Estate-Taxes-Highland.pdf


Highland Profiles 
Meet  Our Specialists

Michelle Konsky 
VP, Chief Underwriter

Michelle’s career in the life insurance industry began in 1988, 
and she specializes in jumbo and international cases. Prior to 
her current role, she managed new business and underwriting 
in Highland’s New York metro office. In this position, Michelle 
collaborated diligently with financial producers and the 
internal sales team to negotiate and place challenging cases. 
She was born in Israel where she served in the intelligence 
division of the Israeli army. Her army background provides her 
with strong leadership skills and confidence. Read more.

Highland’s Underwriting team has the knowledge, expertise, and platform to 
drive cases from initial submission to completion. 

Lori‑Anne Walker 
VP, Chief Underwriter

Lori started in the financial services industry in 1987. She 
brings a wealth of underwriting and leadership expertise to 
Highland. Starting her career in disability underwriting, she 
swiftly expanded her industry knowledge and established her 
niche in working with high‑net‑worth cases, particularly in the 
older‑age market and capacity cases. Her leadership roles and 
consulting experience give her a unique perspective on special 
circumstances and valuable insights on positioning various 
situations. Prior to Highland, Lori served as VP and Chief 
Underwriter at two GAs and increased the production and 
paid for business. She was also a consultant at the largest GA 
in the country for nearly 22 years. Read more.

The Source by Highland  |  April 2026  |  11

https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/61e60096b8d15bba/original/HCB00086-Michelle-Konsky-Bio-03-27-25.pdf
https://marketinghub.highland.com/m/1919ed81e4105891/original/HCB02846-Lori-Anne-Walker-Bio-03-06-25.pdf


For Financial Professional Use Only. 

This material was created to provide accurate and reliable information on the subjects covered, but should 
not be regarded as a complete analysis of these subjects. It is not intended to provide specific legal, tax, 
or other professional advice. The services of an appropriate professional should be sought regarding your 
individual situation. Neither Highland Capital Brokerage nor affiliates offer tax or legal advice.

Doing business in California as Highland Annuity and Insurance Services.

Registered Representatives and Investment Advisory Representatives offer securities and investment 
advisory services through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Highland and Osaic Wealth, Inc. are 
subsidiaries of Osaic, Inc. Other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are 
independent of Osaic Wealth, Inc.
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Next month: 

In the May edition of The Source by Highland – we discuss the 

importance of Disability Insurance ( DI).
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